
LEYTONSTONE BLEN
PHASE 1 - GREEN LINKS

The two proposed Green Links routes; 
The Hornbeam Link and The Lime Link 
aim to create improved routes from High 
Road Leytonstone to Bush Wood / 
Wanstead Flats through the 
implementation of various public realm 
improvements. These will include new 
green infrastructure, traffic calming 
improvements and innovative wayfinding 
and public art elements, which will assist 
improving local air quality and enhance 
local accessibility for pedestrians and 
cyclists.

Projects include: 
• New community gardens
• New rainwater gardens
• Gateway schemes at Wanstead Flats
• New wayfinding elements

Key:
         New public realm projects

 New wayfinding interventions
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HORNBEAM LINK 
PROJECT 1
Harvey Road Communal Gardens

A1  New accessible communal garden
A2  New accessible communal orchard garden 
B    Remove existing brickwork walls
C    New brickwork low-level planters
D    New seating
E    Planted borders
F    Retain existing trees
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HORNBEAM LINK 
PROJECT 2
Barclay Road New Rainwater Garden

A    New rainwater garden
B    New raised table  
C    New treepit to existing street tree
D    Reduction of one parking space
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HORNBEAM LINK 
PROJECT 3
Leybourne Road / Stanmore Road 
New Rainwater Garden

A    New rainwater garden
B    New raised table  
C    Reduction of one parking space
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Symbols Key:

Existing tree

New planting

New rainwater garden

New raised level carraigeway

table: SMA asphalt surface.

New granite kerbs: 150mm

wide kerbs,channels and

garden surrounds.

Proposed tactile paving

Proposed new gulley

Reduced on-street parking

New deflection hoop: Broxap

hoop barrier. (color ref:

RAL6017)

New bollard.Broxap cast-iron

bollard, 150mm diam. 900mm

high

On-street parking
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1e - Project 4
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HORNBEAM LINK 
PROJECT 5
Woodville Road / Bushwood 
New Gateway Scheme 

A    New drop kerbs
B    New tree pit
C    New flush carraigeway crossing 
D    New patterned finish to crossing
E    New kerb upstand 
F    Reduction of two parking spaces
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HORNBEAM LINK 
PROJECT 6 
Leybourne Road / Bushwood 
New Gateway Scheme

A    New raised table 
B    New tree pit
C    New crossing with patterned finish
D    Reduction of one parking space
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RAINWATER GARDENS 
TYPICAL PLANTING PALETTE

The new palette is about: maximising the 
positive impact on local air quality, creating 
wildlife habitats, introducing species that 
compliment local landscapes and providing 
a diversity of species. 

Typical plan

Typical elevation

Typical low-maintenance specificationA.    

A



Hornbeam Link
Bush Wood is an ancient 
woodland that once formed 
part of the Wanstead Estate. 
The woodland is dominated 
primarily by oak and hornbeam 
trees, with thickets of hawthorn 
and holly, together these 
species give the overall 
character of Bush Wood. 
Combined, oak and hornbeam 
trees can house up to 470 
species of insect.

Sweet chestnut Castanea 

sativa is also found in Bush 
Wood. Although only about 
eight specimens remain, they 
are some of the largest and 
oldest trees present in the 
woodland. Often referred to as 
The Witches’ Tree, there is a 
particularly impressive 
specimen with exposed roots 
between the large pond and 
Bush Road. 

Oak
Quercus robur

Hornbeam
Carpinus betulus

Hawthorn
Crataegus monogyna

Holly
Ilex aquifolium

Bushwood Mini-forest

Hornbeam Link
Bush Wood is an ancient 
woodland that once formed 
part of the Wanstead Estate. 
The woodland is dominated 
primarily by oak and 
hornbeam trees, with 
thickets of hawthorn and 
holly, together these species 
give the overall character of 
Bush Wood. Combined, oak 
and hornbeam trees can 
house up to 470 species of 
insect.

Hornbeam Link

There are over 500 
specimens of street tree in 
Leytonstone and over 16 
different species. On 
average, the species of trees 
in Leytonstone support a 
total of 130 types of insect 
by being a source of food or 
habitat. Additionally, most of 
these species have high 
Urban Tree Air Quality 
Scores (UTAQS), meaning 
they have the potential to 
improve air quality. By 
walking the Hornbeam Link 
145g of carbon dioxide 
emissions can be saved 
compared to using a car for 
a similar journey. 

Sweet chestnut Castanea 
sativa is also found in Bush 
Wood. Although only about 
eight specimens remain, 
they are some of the largest 
and oldest trees present in 
the woodland. Often referred 
to as The Witches’ Tree, 
there is a particularly 
impressive specimen with 
exposed roots between the 
large pond and Bush Road. 

Leytonstone 0.4 miles

Oak
Quercus robur

Hornbeam
Carpinus betulus

Hawthorn
Crataegus monogyna

Holly
Ilex aquifolium
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WAYFINDING INTERVENTIONS
NEW PALETTE OF OBJECTS

The series of objects provide bread-
crumb sign-posting between the High 
Street and Wanstead Flats along both 
the Lime and Hornbeam Links. 

5

1. Nature Pole: Unused utilities pole         
re-purposed with bespoke bird boxes

2. Street Lamp Pedestal: Unused 
Victorian street lamp pedestal 
re-purposed with steel sign  

3. Street Cabinets: BT street cabinet 
including art work, wayfinding 
guidance and biodiversity and air 
quality information

4. Breadcrumb Post Box: Existing 
postage storage box with small 
directional graphic applied

5. New range of bollards and traffic 
deflectors with small directional 
graphic and maps
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WAYFINDING INTERVENTIONS
NEW PALETTE OF OBJECTS

6. New section of patterned footway 
paving at the junction between Harvey 
Road and Mornington Road, 
demarcating The Hornbeam Link
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Oak
Quercus robur

Hornbeam
Carpinus betulus

Hawthorn
Crataegus monogyna

Holly
Ilex aquifolium

Leybourne Road: Elevation A

Hornbeam Link
Bush Wood is an ancient 
woodland that was historically 
part of the Wanstead Estate.

Oak and hornbeam are very 
common in the wood along 
with holly and hornbeam. 
These species give the 
woodland its overall character.

Combined, oak and hornbeam 
trees are home to 420+ types of 
insect.

Sweet chestnut can also be 
found in Bush Wood. There are 
about eight specimens, but 
these are some of the largest 
and oldest trees in the 
woodland. 

Sweet chestnut
Castanea sativa

For more information visit: 
www.wansteadwildlife.org.uk 

Leybourne Road: Elevation B

Hornbeam Link

By walking the Hornbeam Link 
about 145g of carbon dioxide 
(CO2) emissions could be 
saved compared to using a car 
for a similar journey. 

Most of the species in 
Leytonstone have a high Urban 
Tree Air Quality Score 
(UTAQS), meaning they have 
the potential to improve air 
quality.

There are 500+ street trees in 
Leytonstone and over 16 
different species. On average, 
these species support a total of 
130 types of insect.

WAYFINDING INTERVENTIONS
TYPICAL WAYFINDING DETAILS

Street Cabinets: Information applied to 
the narrow sides of street cabinets 
includes local biodiversity and air quality 
information, wayfinding guides plus 
maps. 

The longer side will include artwork by 
local street artist group Wood Street 
Walls. 

Typical details: Street cabinet elevations 




